Savitribai Phule Pune University

Telephone Nos. : ACADEMIC SECTION

020 — 25691233 Ganeshkhind, Pune - 411007, INDIA
25601258 Telegraph : “UNIPUNE’
25601259 Fax : 020-25691233

25601257 Website : www.unipune.ac.in
E-mail : dyracademic@unipune.ac.in

Ref : CA/8507 Date :17.11.2014

Chairman/Secretary/Principal/Director,
Affiliated Colleges/Recognized Institutions /Research Centres

Sub : Providing necessary facilities to the students with disabilities

Ref : Order dated 30.10.2014 passed by the Hon’ble High Court at
Bombay in W.P. No. 6594 of 2014

Sir/Madam,

It is obligatory upon the educational institutions to implement provisions of Persons with
Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act 1995, as
regards providing necessary facilities to the students with disabilities and to provide a barrier free
environment for them.

As per the directions given by the Hon’ble High Court of Judicature at Bombay, vide its
Order dated 30.10.2014 in W.P. No. 6594 of 2014 (copy is attached herewith) filed by Akanksha
Vardhaman Kale, you are hereby instructed to provide a barrier free environment for students
with disabilities by providing facilities like ramps in buildings, adaptation of toilets for wheel
chair users, brail symbols and auditory signals in elevators and lifts, etc., to them by 31.03.2015
and send a compliance report in this regard to the University immediately thereafter.

Yours sincerely,

(Academic Section)
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WP E504-2044
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY /7
CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION AN
WRIT PETITION NO. 6594 OF 2014 = "}
4’ \ \‘ A #
Akanksha Vardhaman Kale / Petig?m—:-f
V/s \
Union of India & Ors. .. “Respondents

Mr. Saket More i/b Mr. Satyavrat Jos /i? @g\t’&tmoner
Mr. 5.B. Shetye for respondent nos.t \d~
Mr. Kapil Moye with Mr. Shre

3@\ r. Meit Sampat i/b Littde
& Co. for respondent no.8.

Mr. Vishal Thadani, A.G£ fo; espondent — State.

CORAM: MOHIT S. SHAH, C.J. &
O\ B.PR COLABAWALLA, J.
A\

% DATE : 30 OCTOBER 2014
BC:~ @
<\sr\\ =

Y
,/"“‘\ g
\\ +"Learned counsel for respondent no.8 invites our attention

&S; 1© statements made in the affidavit dated 21 October 2014 filed
®

r. T. Karthikeyan , Secretary of respondent no.8, and particularly
the statement that the order dated 29 September 2014 of this Coust
has already been communicated to all the offices and branches in il
the five regions of the country and they have been asked to provide
the necessary barrier free facilities for persons with disabilities, viz.
ramp facility, lift, washroom facilities to accommodate wheel chairs,

etc. It is of course stated that the same shall be subject to necessary
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permissions from municipal and concerned authorities and feas;bihty\
depending on the plan/layout approved by the architect. s
2. As far as the petitioner's case is conceme/dﬁ‘ leaméd
counsel for respondent no.8 has placed on record/a/cepy c;f‘the letter
dated 10 October 2014 from the Principal, élhan Maharashtra
College of Commerce, Pune to the effect that the said college is
ready to extend necessary cooperatiofl ~fp,rmerm1tt1ng the petitioner
to appear at the examination at theﬁé}\ccﬂlege between 7 and 20

Nowvember 2014. The princi 51/%13&1( ver, stated that the college
is going for third cycl §

0 Pe{&«n.d?tjaﬁon NAAC and for that

0/21}011 work is scheduled during that

purpese repairing and r
peried.

3. @%\a preciate that Brihan Maharashtra College of
Conmsrgj\ \EQ_@ is going ahead with the repairing and renovation
wo . %hg_pbﬁege we request the college authorities to see that the

is provided noise free and barrier free environment during

3 ‘xamination on seven days on which the petitioner will be

4. Our attention is invited to the circular letter dated 11
July 2001 issued by the University Grants commission to the Vice

Chancellor of all Universities, which reads as under:
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“Dr. (Mrs.) Pasnkaj Mittal
Joint Secretary A
D.O. No.11-5/95(CPP-I[){Vol.I{) 11 Judy 2001 <N\
AN N
Dear Sir/Madam, LA
AT \\\\_‘/

The Commission in its meeting held on .22-5/;—5@011
considered the matter regarding full implementation o
persons with Disabilities Act, 1995 in i\u*' -iv:jb s and
colleges and approved 3% reservation for_p with
disabilities in admission to all the courses of study offered
by wuniversities and colleges ﬂfld\3'% reservation for
disabled people in jobs and also' d2cided that barrier free
access for persons with disabilities “to the university,
buildings, class rooms, ldboratories and toilets, etc. be
ensured. Yow ane Wegques f- implement the above

5. Similarly, on 8 Besember 2012, the Government of India

uman Resource Development, Department of

Higher Educafion- \ssued instructions to make educational

institutions @ i
i-nsa:i@zé%;we%cfwémier free and accessible for all types of disabilities.
Iy |

Ly /’ /,

dings of University, colleges and technical

TN
‘Jﬁ\ \\\>\ The University Grants Comumission also issued the
r'j-x\%i{;}uiar dated 9 February 2012 to the Universities to take follow up
///'F\\i A\~ /action to make educational institutions bairier free and accessible for

WA
¥ 0 J  oll types of disabilities.
V)

O

7. Again on 25 May 2012, the Chief Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities issued instructions to Government of

Maharashtra in the Technical and Higher Education Department and
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pointed out sections 30(b), 46 and 59 of Persons with Disabiﬁi*tfé&sig:

ST

(Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation).

Aet, 1995, which read as under: O B
NV
f'/"/—'\ N N

el HaN S
“Section 30(b) of the Act speciﬁcall)?{ pm%ici&i}j&ci%
appropriate Governments shall prepare b«:\omp’"\ 1ensive
education scheme which shall inter-alia mc\ivk{e p;r:%&s{on for
the removal of architectural barriers from schools, colleges

or other institutitons ing@/tb% vocational  and
_professional training. N

Section 46 of the Act alsp?ﬁﬁ'bthat the appropriate
Governments and the’ dcg\c; orities shall, within the
limits of their eco C cdpact d development, provide

for -

(a) ramps inpublic buildings;
adaptation of toilets for wheel chair users;
raille symbols and auditory signals in elevators

onlifts;
O ps in hospitals, primary health centres
AN/ and other medical care and rahabilitation
L ,"“\\ et 3 . .
% & 3 institutions.
i \ o
P
A |
AN Y Section 59 of the Act mandates the Chief Commissioner for
\\\J‘ Persons with Disabilities on his own motion or on
/:—k\\,’ ; application of any aggrieved person or otherwise to look
m\\_j/ into the complaints inter-alia with respect to matters
(O '\ \‘“‘ relating to deprivation of rights of persons with
.’ i -l I. . 4l ,’
\ (/ J disabilities.
e &
b4
e In view of the above, we direct respondent mof -

University of Pune to issue general instructions to all the colleges/

educational institutions, examination centres and concerned
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departments to provide barrier free environment for studients w&tﬁg (\

FAN

aforesaid facilities by 3 rch

disabilities, viz. ramp facility, lift, washroom f’lCLhtIES( \m o

accommodate wheel chairs, etc. Similarly, the Chief Commmg@ne\r
for Persons with Disabilities at New Delhi and the Com [se,@ner for
Persons with Disabilities for Maharashtra Statve/ at«Ptme wﬂi also
issue general instructions to all the educational &g@&pﬂes in the

country calling upon them to provide barrier free envzmnmem to

students with disabilities.

Sty /colleges to provide the
2015 shall be submitted by 15
December 2014.

e > CHIEF JUSTICE
< \\/\ e
\/ (BB COLABAWALLA, 3.)
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